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McKinney Education Foundation outdoes itself once again, awarding 
$115,000 in educational grants to the staff of McKinney ISD. 

Grant Delivery
Weather wouldn’t deter fans of the 
foundation from participating in one of 
the best “feel good” days of the year.  

The conditions were rainy and cold but the 
hearts of the delivery team were warm and 
ready.  Friday, December 7, would mark one 
the highlights of the McKinney Education 
Foundation’s year.  Time had come to reveal 
the recipients of $115,000 in classroom 
and professional development grants.         
Please see story below.

Rain, rain go away would be the war cry of a team 
of individuals who deem grant delivery day the best 
day of the year.

The conditions were rainy and cold but the hearts of 
the grant delivery team were warm and ready. Fri-
day, December 7,  would mark one of the highlights 
of the McKinney Education Foundation’s year. Time 
had come to reveal the recipients of $115,000 in 
classroom and professional development grants. 

Sewell Audi -McKinney helped kick off the day in 
style once again as they provided everything from 
croissants to chauffeurs to classy cars for those 
brave enough to endure the weather. The task:  to 
bring cheer to 58 deserving McKinney ISD staff 
members as the Foundation traded oversized checks 
for hugs from overwhelmed recipients.

During campus visits and the annual grant writing 

workshop Executive Director,  Ashley Sine 
encouraged staff members to write grants 
geared toward innovative approaches to 
teaching.  She conveyed the importance of 
ones that will give their students every op-
portunity possible to grasp a concept. 

This year’s line-up of fund-
ed grants included every-
thing from virtual reality 
to ukuleles.  As diverse as 
the subject matters might 
be, one common thread 
remains -  each grant being 
a learning tool.  “Creative 
teaching might just be 
what a student needs.  Learning in a different 
way, hearing the material delivered in an 
unconventional way or simply by switching 

to a hands on approach” says Executive Direc-
tor Sine.  

The McKinney Education Foundation was 
formed for the sole purpose of making a dif-
ference through education for the McKinney 

Independent School District.  
“There is only one beneficiary 
of the dollars raised by MEF 
and that is McKinney ISD”, says 
Sine.  “It is so refreshing to 
talk to donors and explain to 
them that all of their dollars go 
directly to benefit the students 
and staff of McKinney ISD.  We 
joke around the office that we 

all need shirts that say “it’s for the kids.”  Every 
year our goal is to give more than the previ-
ous year. The extra the foundation provides is 
much needed and so deserving of our efforts.” 
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Scholarship Application! 
The MEF Scholarship application opens January 3rd. If you 
know any seniors graduating from one of our high schools, 
start giving them a heads up.



1.  Spend the extra time editing

      your application and essay.

2.  If recommendations are 

     required, do not procrastinate.

3.  Check your email daily for

     correspondence.

4.  Don’t forget to hit the submit

     button!  SUBMIT EARLY

5.  Follow directions and pay 

 attention to details.

6.  Answer the essay prompt.

Tis the season for McKinney Education Foundation grants! 
Our Board and Staff are honored to have such a unique 
opportunity to give back to McKinney ISD teachers and 
students. 

As a successful 2018 closes, we look ahead to 
another year of working with our community 
to support our schools. From our staff to you, 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Grant Delivery Day!

Special thanks to Sewell Audi - McKinney, 
CoServ, Sunrise Rotary, Froese Family, 
RBFCU, the Employee Contribution 
Campaign participants and all those who 
came and delivered some of the best news 
these recipients have heard all year.

College Advisor Corner

01 To see about available scholarships, 
please visit Naviance. https://student.
naviance.com

02 Just for Juniors - February 11 @ 
6:30pm - McKinney North Cafeteria

03 College 101 for 9th and 10th grad-
ers - April 8th @ 6:30pm - McKinney 
North Cafeteria

04 Please follow our College Advisors on 
Twitter @MEFcollegechat

What exactly are Education 
Foundations?
A local education foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization created to sup-
port its local schools by raising private dollars to invest in innovative programs not 
funded through local, state or federal taxes.

• Fund programs such as innovative 
teacher grants, professional develop-
ment, endowments, student scholar-
ships and teacher excellence;

• Connect parents and community or-
ganizations with teachers and school 
administrators to support academic 
excellence;

• Are governed by a board of direc-
tors consisting of local community 
members who meet regularly to man-
age and support the operations and 
programs of the foundation.

Welcome

Grants In Action!

Students at Dowell Mid-
dle School are able to 
have a 360 degree view 
of a submarine docked 
at Pearl Harbor thanks 
to a virtual reality grant 
written by their teacher, 
Judith Bruess.

Application Tips

Prepared.

Christmas Parade of Lights

For the first year, the foundation decided 
to join Santa and walk the streets of 
downtown McKinney,  spreading Christmas 
cheer.  We extended the invitation to all of  
our 2018 grant winners to come with over-
sized grant checks proudly in hand.  What 
a fun way to create awareness for MEF.
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There is Still Time!
Didn’t get a chance to participate in the 
Text-a-Thon,  you can donate here at www.
mckinneyef.org. The money raised sup-
ports McKinney Education Foundation’s 
three programs: College Advisors, Scholar-
ships and Grants. 

Andrew Dutton 
Memorial Endowment

Friends of Andrew Dutton ensure his legacy by 
establishing a scholarship endowment.

Andrew Dutton, social studies teacher at 
Cockrill Middle school passed away suddenly 
this past summer. A scholarship memorial 
endowment has been created in his honor. If 
you would like to donate to the endowment, 
please visit www.mckinneyef.org. 

College Advisors prove to be an invaluable resource.  

President’s Post
This foundation is multifaceted concerning 
the impact it’s had on my life.  As I witness the 
opportunities the students and staff are given, it 
is a constant reminder of my mother’s mantra to 
live, love and give. There is no greater joy than 
seeing her scholarship endowment (Elisabeth 
Garrison Memorial) change lives year after year.

I strongly encourage anyone looking for a place 
to give their time or money to consider the 
McKinney Education Foundation.  There will 
never be an ounce of regret. 

Text-a-thon!

Our board members challenged each other 
to a Text-a-Thon.  Each member sent texts 
to encourage their friends and family to 
support MEF. So far 84 donors have given 
over $7,295.  

Endowments!

Establishing an endowment is a wonderful 
way to ensure a legacy lives on.  Endow-
ments are permanent investments in the 
future of a McKinney  Education Founda-
tion, benefitting all McKinney ISD students 
and teachers.  A portion of the earnings 
from the endowment fund is distributed 
annually for the donor’s intended purpose.

Grants In Action!

Bennett Elementary School students K-5 get to code 
Ozobots thanks to grant recipient, Angela Stallbaumer. 
The grant has improved procedural writing and overall 
understanding of motion science. 

The MEF College Advisors play a criti-
cal role in the college plan for hundreds 
of McKinney ISD seniors every year. An 
important piece of their job is to keep their 
hand on the pulse of the admissions and 
financial aid departments of col-
leges, building and maintaining 
relationships. 

Ashley Sine, MEF Executive Direc-
tor, started with MEF as a college 
advisor. “The ever-changing college 
and financial aid application pro-
cess is difficult to navigate,” Sine 
said. “Without our college advi-
sors, our high school counselors would spend 
more time away from their students building 
relationships with the college representa-

tives. Instead, our college advisors gather the 
updated pieces from the colleges and bring 
them back to the students, families, and coun-
selors every year.”

The College Advisor Program encourages stu-
dents to build a plan for 
college and guide parents 
through the process.  Since 
2004, they have helped 
McKinney graduates find 
and secure more than 
$140 million in outside 
scholarship funds. “Out-
side” scholarship funds 
do not include any MEF 

scholarship money or even need-based grants.

Denise Holthaus

The McKinney Education Foundation’s College Advisors are located on each of the three main 
high school campuses.  Their job,  provide students with information and support to pursue a 
higher education.  
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16
Purses With Purpose!

An evening filled with designer bags and 
guests willing...With more than 200 guests 
in attendance, Purses With Purpose raised  
over $25,000 for the grant program.  

“I have been fortunate to be a MEF grant recipient a number of times and each time, my 
grant funds have made a huge impact for our Learning Commons and Makerspace areas.  
Most recently, we were awarded a Makerspace grant that allowed us to purchase many 
coding robots for our campus.  Our students have thoroughly enjoyed these and they have 
been a great way for them to learn how to code and problem solve.  I look forward to 
December each year when the grant delivery team shows up and am very thankful for the 
generous donors who make this possible.” 

October  
Winner
Joe Ellenburg, 
Assistant Police 
Chief for the City 
of McKinney.  Joe 
was the emcee for 
our sold out Purses 
With Purpose event.  He played a key role on our 
planning committee, going above and beyond to 
assure the event was a success.  Nicely done Joe!

November  
Winner
Kathryn Lewis,  Campus 
Secretary, Walker 
Elementary.  Kathryn 
and her family recently 
established the Lewis 
Family Endowment.  
Scholarship endowments are a great way to 
perpetually provide assistance to those students ready 
to tackle life’s next chapter. Thank you Kathryn.   

Executive Director, 
Ashley Sine has been 
asked to present at 
the National School 
Foundation Association 
conference to be held 
in San Diego, California, 
February 2019.  
“Programs Impacting 
Students” will be her 
topic as MEF’s College Advisor Program has 
gained national attention. 

ASHLEY SINE 
Executive Director
469 302-6314

JORDAN ADAMS 
Marketing
469 302-6312

HOLLY LAWSON 
Administrative   
Assistant
469 302-6313

TAMMI SAFFELL, 
College Advisor, 
McKinney North
469.302.4373

BRANDI RIBBLE, 
College Advisor, 
McKinney High
469.302.5811

CINDY MONOGUE, 
College Advisor
McKinney Boyd
469.302.3437

Christmas break has our offices closed beginning 
Monday,  December 24 - Friday,  January 4 
allowing us to spend time with our loved ones.  
We wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

And the Winner Is…
December’s “Keys To Success” award goes to 
Donna Loughmiller.

Donna is one of our newest board mem-
bers. Wasting no time, she has taken on 
the role of key player.  Her first challenge 
was a friendly Text-a-Thon amongst our 
entire board of trustees.  Her enthusiasm 
to raise funds, knowing the impact dollars 
have on our programs pushed her to be a 

fierce competitor.  Not only did she raise the 

most money, she introduced the most donors 

to our organization as well.  With there being 

many deserving organizations to serve, we 

are thrilled she chose MEF to give of her time 

and talents. 

Follow Us on        @McKinneyEF Useful  
Numbers

Keep in touch with an MEF scholarship recipient and think they have a great story? Email us at jadams@mckinneyisd.net

Christy Ferguson
Webb Media Resource Specialist
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